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Thanks again to all the contributors who have provided articles ranging from gauge 3 to 4mm 

scale. There is a strong rumour that there is a new 2mm scale project under development which 

may also generate some future features. New contributors are always welcome as the whole 

point of the Digest is to celebrate the wide range of modelling of LB&SCR prototypes and the  

possibilities that exist for pre-grouping modelling. 

The Brighton Circle modellers meeting took place at Blatchington in March and provided an      

opportunity for Brighton modellers to get together. There is a short article by Ian MacCormac and 

some photos.  

Thanks also for all the votes in the British Model Railway awards 2016 poll for the LB&SCR   

Modellersô Digest in the Website of the Year category. It is very flattering that after 3 editions (at 

the time that the poll was taken), there were so many votes against such illustrious competition.  

 

Eric Gates  

Modelling Steward, The Brighton Circle  
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It all started just over 20 years ago when a jointly-owned and run EM layout was withdrawn from 

the local exhibition circuit here in Ontario, Canada. I had been modelling mostly Southern using 

the then-prevalent kits, mostly based on SR Western Section prototypes. My friend had decided 

to move into Gauge 1 (1:32) live steam and somewhat jokingly suggest I model óhalf-oneô (1:64), 

that is, S scale. It intrigued me and I had previously formed a friendship with Norman Pattenden of 

the SW Circle, who was an S Scale Society officer. 
 

I had been born and brought up Mitcham, Surrey and thought that a joint LSW/LBSC line based 

on Mitcham might be something to work on. Well, the LSWR aspect of it almost died off and much 

of my S scale focus since then has been LB&SCR. I decided to create a layout for exhibition 

purposes and so the Wandle Valley Railway was born. It toured the exhibition circuit here in 

southern Ontario for about 8 years until it was withdrawn and broken up around 2005. It featured 

in British Railway Modelling September 2000 edition as part of a feature on our local Great British 

Train Show. 

 

S scale is a ómodellers scaleô and very little trade support has existed. Alan Gibson, who 

personally modelled in S scale, supported us with a large range of wheel sets, mostly directed 

towards LMS prototypes. The new owners of his business still offer limited support and custom 

scaled etchings are available from several sources, including Bill Bedford. 

LB&SCR Modelling in S Scale - Part 1  

By Mike Watts  



Terrier No. 65 Tooting  

It was my desire to build a Terrier that was instrumental in starting it all. Having had 25 to 30 years 
experience in kit-building (and kit bashing!), scratch-building Tooting presented very few 
problems. Originally I had intended to model c.1875, so it had to be an A1, not an A1X. As with all 
my original locomotives, I used P4 wheels, if S scale ones were unavailable, and Tooting ran as 
such for many years. But after 5 years or so I switched to using fine scale 4mm wheels which this 
and other locomotives now have. Tooting has done many miles, but a few years ago a bit of a 

hard knock damaged one 
of its wheels so it moves 
with a slight wobble. 
When I can find time in 
the óshopô, I will re-wheel 
it. 

 

In addition, I moved my 
modelling date to c.1883, 
so Tooting and most other 
locomotives needed 
Westinghouse pumps, 
which they now have! 
Nowadays I have strayed 
into the 20

th
 century with 

my modelling efforts but 
Tooting still runs as an A1, 
even though the prototype 
suffered an early demise. 



D1 No. 33 Mitcham  

 

Of course for a small 
LBSCR layout I had 
to have a D1 and 
logically it had to be 
no. 33 Mitcham. As 
with no. 65 it has 
always been a 
reliable performer 
and has gone 
through the changes 
of wheels and 
addition of 
Westinghouse pump. 
Other than that, its 
history has been 
much the same as 
the others, but 
without the damaged 
wheels. It is now my designated ómotor-trainô locomotive, pushing or pulling a Billinton driving 
trailer, modelled on the one in the well-known photo of such a train leaving Mitcham for 
Wimbledon at the turn of the century (the previous one!). As with no. 65, it is doubtful whether no. 
33 ever ran on the Wimbledon-West Croydon stretch and in fact no. 65 was an Eastbourne 
engine for many years. 



E1 No. 99 
Bordeaux  

One has to have an 
E1 for goods traffic 
and, as one of my 
favourite wines is a 
Bordeaux, no.99 it 
had to be. Of all my 
S scale locos this is 
the good old 
standby, very 
reliable, locomotive. 
All new trackwork is 
tested with no. 99 
initially and it is a 
sort of personal 
favourite. If ever 
there are problems, 
letôs get out no. 99 
to see what is the 
problem. Of course after 20 years of intensive use it is looking a bit scruffy, but then I am sure that 
in real life E1s were the work horses of the railway. I feel it is quite remarkable that Stroudley 
designed such a locomotive that could function as originally intended some 90 years later 

 

In the next part (2), I will introduce a few more of my LBSCR S scale locomotives: the Craven/
Stroudley 0-4-2T no. 373, the D3 no. 365 and the E4 no. 464. 

Photos copyright Mike Watts Return to Contents 



My new 0 gauge layout óLangstone Pierô has progressed rather more quickly than Iôd planned as I 
found myself with spare time following the cancellation of a commission. Iôve finished three out of 
the four scenic boards, which is enough to photograph to give an idea of how the finished layout 
will look. 

  

The idea behind the layout is that, instead of building the bridge at Langstone on the Hayling 
branch, a pier was constructed which connected the trains with a ferry and coastal steamers. The 
inspiration was Queenborough and Port Victoria on the SECR,  but the main thinking behind it 
was simply to be able to build another 0 gauge terminus to fiddle yard layout 20ô long that 
wouldnôt look just like Saltdean, and hopefully will stand out from the crowd at exhibitions. 

 

Iôve enjoyed building it because it has challenged me, which is always a good thing, particularly 
building the pier itself which is in effect an elevated baseboard.  It is all built using stripwood glued 
together and the finished structure is very strong. Because the underneath of the pier is in full 
view I thought that I couldnôt hang point motors underneath but in fact the Hoffmann motors I use 
are quite small and they can barely be seen. The points are changed from the DCC hand held 
controller, and I switch the frog polarity automatically using Frogjuicers. 

Langstone Pier  

By Peter Smith  



 

 

Beyond the pier the layout is pretty conventional; all the track other than the slip is C&L with the 
points made up from their components...they look much better than Peco, but I know my 
limitations so a Peco double slip was used, which looks fine once itôs painted and ballasted. 

  

The fourth board will have a turntable, so when a passenger train arrives the loco will uncouple 
and stand at the end of the pier as a new loco runs onto the train and takes it out. The engine that 
brought the train in will then run back to the turntable for servicing and wait for the next arrival; in 
that way there are lots of light engine movements and no train goes out with the engine that 
brought it in. Freight is a bit limited, but along the front will be a line along the top of the stone wall 
serving a wharf which will be perfect for the Terriers to potter about on. The last board will have 
some ramshackle warehouses to try to create the sort of scene that Dickens would appreciate.  A 
Jumbo or E1 will bring the freight trains in, and the Terrier will collect the wagons, allowing the 
larger engine to be turned ready for the next departure. The wharf branch is a bit of homage to 
Newhaven, though nothing like it scenically. Iôve made the track rather overgrown as I want to 
suggest a real railway backwater. 
 

The layout will appear in public for the first time at Huntingdon in February 2018 so Iôve plenty of 
time to finish it off. Iôve got too many engines already but no doubt by then there will be more. It 
doesnôt hurt to have plenty of spares at exhibitions, as Iôve learned the hard way. 



 



 



 



 












































































































































































































