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As always, my thanks to those who have contributed articles to this issue, recording their models 
showing different aspects of the London, Brighton and South Coast Railway. 

With the continuing flow of new, Ready to Run models, it has never been easier to build a credible 
representation of the LB&SCR and I hope that some of those who have begun to model the 
Brighton will contribute to the Digest in future to show what can be done. The Digest welcomes 
contributions from all parts of the modelling spectrum, from those who have been researching the 
company for years, to those taking their first steps with commercially available models. 

I hope also that an initial experiment with Ready to Run will stimulate a broader interest in the 
company, arousing curiosity about its history and about locos and stock that are not available ñoff 
the pegò. Membership of the Circle is an essential step to developing that understanding and    
accessing the collective knowledge that exists among the membership. It may come as a         
surprise, but new information and photographs still emerge, as the presentations at the recent   
Annual General Meeting demonstrated. 

 

Eric Gates, Modelling Steward, The Brighton Circle,  

 

Cover photo: Willingly station, built by David Edsall and based on Heathfield. 

 Editorial  

Return to contents page 
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As many Circle members may know, David has sadly succumbed to dementia and now lives in 
care, with his affairs managed under Power of Attorney. He had a long involvement with the    
Market Deeping MRC and constructed several exhibition layouts over the years. óWalmington-on-
Seaô, his Marsh era LBSC layout, was well known on the exhibition circuit and featured in the 
model press. That layout, along with its stock, has been saved by a member of the Circle, and it is 
hoped we may see it appear again in the future. óWalmingtonô is an end-to-end layout of a branch 
line serving a fictitious seaside resort. 

David appears at some stage in the 2006-08 period to have decided on a new exhibition layout 
with continuous running, and óWillinglyô was the outcome. It appears to have been exhibited on 
several occasions, but around 10-12 years ago, David retired it and fitted part of it permanently in 
his period home (parts are 12

th
 Century) in Oundle. I purchased óWillinglyô from the attorney in 

dreadful condition and covered with thick layers of dust and dirt. Sadly, the main boards had 
warped and the layout as such was unsalvageable. 

From what remains of the layout, it is difficult to tell exactly how óWillinglyô was configured for exhi-
bition. It appears to have been reduced significantly to fit the space at his home, and there may 
have been other sections which no longer exist. I assume the original was an oval of around 16 x 
12 feet (4.9 x 3.7 metres), with an 8 foot (2.5 metres) fiddle yard with 12 roads at the rear. 

ôWillinglyõ 

A Tribute to the Models of David Edsall  

Nicholas Pryor  
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The scenic sections comprised the whole of the front of the layout with the main station to the left 
as the viewer would see it, then two scenic boards portraying the town of Willingly and, finally, to 
the right two scenic boards portraying Windmill Farm, the (very attractively modelled) water mill, 
and Maynards Halt. These two boards were on display at the 2025 Spring Meeting and appear in 
some of the photos of that event. 

The main attraction in the layout was the quality of the model buildings. I found many references 
in Davidôs papers to his desire to build accurate models of typical Sussex prototypes. His papers 
contain many drawings and sketches of proposed model buildings and may well include drawings 
of some of the buildings illustrated here. However, none of the drawings identifies the prototype 
on which it is based. The main station is clearly based on that at Heathfield. If anyone recognises 
any of the other buildings shown, and can identify where the original is located, I would be very 
pleased to hear from them. My email address is below. 

The layout has now been dismantled and as much as possible has been salvaged. Almost all the 
buildings have been carefully removed and cleaned up. The illustrations show several of the  
buildings while still in situ on the layout. Also shown are a row of town houses which were          
intended as a backdrop to the main Willingly station boards. The models look very realistic, being 
clearly modelled closely on actual buildings and the effect is very credible, even though a lot of 
minor detail is, on close examination, impressionistic. 

David was also careful to place models realistically. It is noticeable that there were few straight 
lines on his layout. Buildings looked planted in the landscape. The use of colour is particularly   
impressive, especially some of the roofs where the warmth of the red tints is striking. 

Most of these buildings are available for rehoming by any 4mm modeller who can make use of 
them. For space reasons, not every building on the layout can be shown. If you might be            
interested in acquiring any of the buildings, do get in touch with me via secretary@lbscr.org. I can 
provide a fuller catalogue of photos to anyone interested. 

mailto:secretary@lbscr.org
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Buildings from Willingly High Street, on display at the Brighton Circle meeting at Patcham, April 

2025. 
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Above  

One of the buildings from Willingly High 
Street. 

 

Right 

Willingly signal box. 

 

Both photos taken at Patcham. 



 8 

  

 Windmill Farm, photographed at Patcham. 
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 Willingly station,        
photographed on the 
layout. 
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Willingly station entrance,        
photographed on the    
layout. 
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The water tower and gas holder 
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 James Urryôs coal yard at Willingly. 
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 Willingly goods shed. 
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 The mill pond, with the mill race to the wheel 
leading out to the right.  



 15 

  

 The Water Mill. 
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 The mill tail-race and shed. 
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 The old farm house. 
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 Maynardôs bridge. 
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 Willingly High street, backs of houses. 
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 Willingly High street, backs of houses. 
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Willingly High street. 
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Willingly High street. 
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 Willingly High street. 
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Return to contents page Photographs copyright Nicholas Pryor 
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You may recall from earlier descriptions in the Digest that I'm attempting to model in N gauge, the 
urban landscape of the Lewes Rd area of the Kemptown Branch line Brighton in its Edwardian 
heyday. Previous status updates have been as follows: 

 

1. Dec 2021 / Digest 14 My model of local employer 'Cox's pill factory' 
2. June 2022 / Digest 15 Modelling of the monumental Lewes Rd viaduct 
3. Dec 2023 / Digest 18 Construction of some of the lesser urban scenery 
4. May 2025 / Digest 21 Building the prototype petrol railcar no. 3. 

 
For this update 5, I have have continued modelling additional buildings and detail within the area. 
I now have a total of 38 prototype buildings reconstructed in this initial diorama, with just a single 
branch line railway track running behind. For the typical railway modeller this would therefore be 
of limited interest in replicating. However, my motivation is primarily to document Brighton history 
and, hopefully, this will have some wider interest with the general public. The specific buildings 
described in this status update below are therefore of limited interest to the railway modeller, but 
are held with some affection by many Brighton residents. 

I have to say however, that at various times over the past 2 years my inspiration has slipped in 
constructing some of these peripheral buildings but the hope is that for the next diorama module 
comprising Hartington Road, the embankment, the road bridge and railway halt, the railway      
cutting now known as 'William Clarke Park' and the tunnel under Elm Grove school I will regain 
my modelling mojo! 

Brighton, Lewes Road - 1911  

Huw Evans  
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Fig 1 showing the location of buildings described in this article. 
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15 and 17 DôAubigney Rd 

A pair of end of terrace, late 
Victorian villas, together with 
a narrow front garden and  
approached by 3 steps from 
road level. As with many 
Brighton terrace houses, a 
faux blocked off window is a 
design feature, presumably a 
nod to the much earlier     
window tax. One additional      
feature I have tried to model 
is the external  window           
architrave detailing, which I've 
constructed from sections of 
plasticard. 

128 Richmond Rd 

This corner property showed 
signs of an obsolete shop 
front in a picture from c1948. 
I've written to the local Roundhill History society for clarification and have yet to hear back but,  
being located opposite the entrance to Lewes Rd Station (closed in 1932), it is at least possible 
that this could have been a newsagents/tobacconists during the 1911 period of my diorama . As 
such there is an element of artistic license in its detailing, but the census for 1911 shows a      
shopkeeper, Mary Marchant, living in the house, so I've named the newsagents after her! 

Fig 2 - 15/17 D'Aubigney Rd and 128 Richmond Road both on left 
side of the street.  
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Alexandra Hotel, Lewes Rd 

This pub/hotel, nestled behind the 
viaduct, still exists to this day 
though, with the latter's demolition, 
it is much more exposed, situated 
at the front of the Vogue Gyratory 
System, seen when driving out of 
Brighton. Most recently, the ground 
floor of this building has been let 
as a coffee bar, but back in the 
1970's/80's I'm told (by friends of a 
certain age and through misty  
nostalgic eyes) it was a somewhat 
seedy bar and tiny nightclub      
upstairs catering for the genuine 
Brighton resident. Modelling this 
low relief building required quite a 
lot of detailed work, particularly in 
the architrave and roof designs - 
all the more galling as the building 
is almost completely hidden by the 
viaduct from normal viewing      
angles. However, as the saying 
goes 'God will know!' But for your 
viewing pleasure, I've included 
some photos revealing this        
obscured building. 

 Fig 3 - C1982 Alexandra hotel next to Lewes Rd viaduct   
during the latterôs demolition. 
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Figs 4 and 5. Alexandra Hotel 2mm scale  
model. 
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The Gladstone Public House, Lewes Rd 

Opposite the Alexandra Hotel site is the Gladstone pub (named after Prime Minister William 
Gladstone who died in 1898), still a thriving hostelry to this day (to the right of this photo, in      
yellow). I was keen to  
include a reference to 
it, even though it is only 
shown through the     
viaduct as a 2D image 
as it's at the back edge 
of the diorama. As you 
can appreciate, a 2D 
image only lines up with 
the 3D foreground from 
one viewing angle. 
Viewing it through the 
viaduct arch does this 
to a certain extent, but I 
need a further blocker 
on the left side of the 
road (a second tram) to 
avoid a jarring image 
where the 2D & 3D   
images don't line up. 
 

'Fig 6 - Alexandra hotel in light green, Gladstone pub in yellow - 2025. 
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Fig 7 - 3D foreground with 2D background    
including Gladstone pub behind viaduct, 
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Fig 8 - My daughter Jenny, who has a keen eye 
for detail. 
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Melbourne Street (North side) 

This light industrial unit, most recently a wood working business, was only demolished 3 years 
ago (since I started working on this project). I have photos of the same building from 1975 and it 
certainly also shows on the 
map of 1911, so needed to 
be included. Again, views of 
the building are pretty 
oblique through an arch of 
the viaduct, but I think that 
adds to its charm. In my 
model, I have replicated the 
rendered roof, using tissue 
paper. 

Fig 9 - Melbourne Street 
North & West showing the 
viaduct under demolition 
C1976) . 



 34 

  

 

Figs10 and 11 - Melbourne Street West Side, 
North End and California cottages . 
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California Cottages 

This small row of cottages dated from the 1860's so one can imagine they were named after the 
craze of the California Gold rush of 1848. Earliest photographic evidence is from 1869 where they 
can be seen in the distance in a photo of the Lewes Rd viaduct under construction. They are of a 
simple design with small front gardens which must have been completely overshadowed when 
the viaduct was finished. The cottages were demolished by the mid 1970's 

 

Melbourne Street (West side) 

I've modelled 6 terraced houses on this side of Melbourne street. Today, they are brightly coloured 
with different shades of render, but back in 1911 they had a uniform earthy grey render, which I've 
hopefully been able to replicate with much dry brushing. The back yard extensions and walling 
proved fiddly to get right and, after I'd completed construction, I mused forlornly how similar they 
ended up to an 'off the shelf design' already produced by Scalescenes.com! Still, I knew for sure 
that my design correctly reflected the actual buildings, particularly as I was caught one dark Win-
ters evening, out with my tape measure, noting down the dimensions of one of the home owners 
houses. (He was fortunately very enthusiastic to hear of my project)! 
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Trees  

I used the widely used Seafoam product. My 
wife had the idea to set the diorama in Spring 
time, allowing me to have different coloured 
blossom, adding a splash of colour. This      
followed research indicating that cherry     
blossom was only just being introduced at the 
start of the 20

th
 century. Being Spring         

however, means that I don't have the           
advantage of swathes of voluminous green 
leaves to cover the model as a counter to 
starker industrial  detail. However, for some 
trees I've attempted to show ivy infestation 
which does provide some scenic contrast. 
Trees have a basic brass rod inserted in the 
trunk which then slots into a brass tube         
allowing easy removal. 

Fig 11 - Garden detailing.  
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Diorama Lighting  

In my status update 3, I described the complex street and building lighting system in place. For 
the overarching diorama lighting I've used Philipôs Hue LED Strips. These are comprehensively 
controllable from a bluetooth linked app. allowing me to have the full functionality at exhibitions (ie 
without wifi). Its an expensive system compared to non branded (e.g. Wickes), but a single strip 
can certainly illuminate the entire diorama simulating bright sunlight through to setting sun and 
dusk. 

Fig 12 - Diorama LED lighting.  
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Track Standards ï To date I've used off the shelf 
Peco N (9 mm) gauge code 55 track for this         
diorama. In the past its been suggested I consider 
coming over to the dark side and changing to 2mm  
Finescale, i.e. Code 40 rail with a 9.42 mm gauge. 
The effort of conversion (adjusting rolling stock 
wheels and axle width) was putting me off.       
However in October of this year, I belatedly learned 
there was a half way solution. 'N Finescale' i.e. 
Code 40 rails retaining the 9 mm gauge. As track is 
such a limited part of my diorama, it was easy for 
me to purchase and build a duplicate track bed in 
3mm ply, complete with cork underlay before      
assembling the N finescale track on top, glueing 
and ballasting it in place. Up close, this track does 
more accurately show the bullhead rail in place in 
1911. However, from normal viewing distances, I 
found that this finer track was not readily            
distinguishable from the original code 55 and was      
certainly not of significance to the wider viewing 
public, compared to the other compromises made 
in the diorama (distance compression in particular). 
I also considered that if my model is one day to be 
operated by a museum, then they would want 
readily maintainable, more robust components    
rather than custom track. As a result I've decided 
to stay with the existing Code 55 standard. 

Fig 13 - Code 55 Track vs Code 40 track.  
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Fig 14 - Train crossing the   
viaduct, running on code 55 
track. 






















































































































































































































































